BISMARCK

which his own views, but still more external influences,
and especially the influence of the Conservative deputa-
tion, had left on the King's mind. To this was added a
view of political affairs which made his Majesty regard a
request for a bill of indemnity as an admission of a wrong
committed.* I sought in vain to demolish this verbal and
legal error by showing that in granting the indemnity
there was nothing more than the recognition of the fact
that the government and its royal chief, rebus sic stanti-
bus, had acted correctly; the demand .for the bill of in-
demnity was a desire for this recognition. In all consti-
tutional life, in the scope it allows to governments, it is
a necessary condition that they cannot always find indi-
cated in the Constitution a compulsory course for every
situation. The King adhered to his dislike to indemnity;
while, for our parliamentary opponents, of whom at most
only those who afterwards formed the party of Free-
thought were malevolent, while the others were merely
mistaken, it appeared to me necessary to build a golden
bridge, either in policy or in words, in order to restore
the internal peace of Prussia, and from this solid Prussian
basis to continue the German policy of the King. This
interview, which lasted several hours, was very trying to
me, because I had to be on my guard all the time. It
took place in a railway coupj for three, with the King and
the Crown Prince. But the latter did not support me,
although by the mobile expression of his features he, at all
events, strengthened me in regard to his father by the
manifestation of his full agreement.

*The statement in Roon's Denkwurdigkeiten (Deutsche Revue, 1891,
vol. i. p. 133 ; edition in book form, ii. 482): * To secure Bismarck's ad-
hesion it was in any case decisive that he knew accurately the placable
views of his King,' is erroneous.